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Excursion to Brisbane Ranges Sunday 8 September 2019 


Members of FNCB assembled at Parks Victoria depot in Anakie. We 
were welcomed by folk from Friends of Brisbane Ranges. Copies of 
Wildflowers of the Brisbane Ranges were available for purchase, and 
potted Austral Pelargonium offered for a donation. Visitors also 
received a copy of Steiglitz7; Memories of Gold, a book on the history 
of the area by Ray Sumner, and information sheets about the Velvet 
Daisy-bush. 

We travelled to Butchers Road and, dressed in coats and hats to suit 
the cold and showery weather, we set off for a walk along Orchid 
Track. Shrubs of Dusty Miller Spyridium parvifolium were common, 
with clusters of tiny flowers surrounded by hairy bracts. A variety of 
orchids were found including Mayfly Orchid Acianthus caudatus, 
Gnat Orchid Cyrtostylis reniformis, Blue Caladenia Cyanicula 
caerulea with blue (below) & white flowers, Pink Fingers Caladenia 
carnea, Dwart, Trim and Nodding Greeenhoods Prerostylis 
puberula, concinna, nutans respectively, and Leopard Orchid Diuris 
pardina. Waxlip Orchids (Glossodia sp.) were in bud. 


Wattles that were flowering included Hedge Wattle Acacia paradoxa, 
Myrtle Wattle Acacia myrtifolia, Golden Wattle Acacia pycnantha. 
Other flowering shrubs were Bushy needlewood Hakea decurrens, 
Golden Grevillea Grevillea chrysophaea, Common Heath Epacris 
impressa, Common Correa Correa reflexa and Prickly Cryptandra 
Cryptandra tomentosa. Smaller plants in flower were Blue Squill 
Chamaescilla corymbosa, Early Nancy Wurmbea dioicea, Common 
Hovea Hovea heterophylla, 


Peter identified several ants — Black Bull Ant Myrmecia pyriformis, 
another bull ant Myrmecia nigriscapa and Meat Ant Iridomyrmex 
purpureus. 


Lunch was at Anakie Gorge. Fortunately, we all fitted in the picnic 
shelter to escape the heavy showers. We donned our wet weather gear 
to walk up the gorge to find Velvet Daisy-bush Olearia PannOsE 
subsp. cardiophylla. It 1s rare in Victoria, 
known only from Wedderburn, Rushworth, 
the Brisbane Ranges and Anglesea. It is listed 
as vulnerable on the Victorian Flora and Fau- 
na Guarantee Act 1988 (Margaret McDonald, 
2016). The plants were found on an exposed 
rocky slope. The shrubs are up to Im tall, 
leaves to 100mm long, green upper surface 
with sunken veins, buff and woolly under- 
neath. Buds were forming which will produce 
large white daisy flowers later in spring (see 
photo on right) 


Few birds were sighted during the day. A 
Wedge-tailed Eagle flew over Orchid Track 


and Grey Shrike-thrush were calling. Along Anakie Gorge a Scarlet 
Robin brightened our day and we saw New Holland Honeyeater and 
Kookaburra. 


We thanked Friends of 
Brisbane Ranges for leading 
| us on such an interesting 

—, excursion before heading off 
hoe to our warm homes. 


(Velvet Daisy-bush photos 
by Margaret McDonald, 
ANGAIR, 2016) 


The Brush-tailed Phascogale monitoring program 
in the Brisbane Ranges NP 

Presented by Colin Cook, Friends of the Brisbane Ranges 
Colin started his presentation by outlining his involvement in wild- 
life survey through many different associations. He has developed 
his knowledge and skills in camera equipment and their application 
to surveys and has a business selling cameras and accessories. 
In his survey work he has links with the Moorabool Landcare 
Network, the Friends of the Brisbane Ranges (18 years), and the 
Geelong Field Naturalists Club. He also works as education support 
at Wyndham Central Secondary College where the students have 
been involved in the camera monitoring and a nest box project. 


In 2006 there was a large fire in the Brisbane Ranges which burnt a 
large part of the National Park and surrounding bushland area. Colin 
explained that when he investigated the pre-fire records of Brush- 
tailed Phascogale he was surprised to find information on the 
distribution of the species was quite deficient. This led to his interest 
in establishing a survey program working with the Friends group. 
Initially they obtained a set of Elliot traps with funding from Parks 
Victoria and were later loaned a set of camera traps. These proved so 
effective that they eventually purchased their own set. The species 1s 
not an easy one to trap and Colin, with his knowledge of cameras, 
decided that this may be a better way to detect and record the pres- 
ence of fauna in the area. This proved to be the case and with a very 
extensive camera trapping program, the results speak for themselves. 
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Colin then explained the main features of the various types of wild- 
life camera that are available for purchase and the merits of different 
models. He mentioned that most of the cameras available were 
developed overseas and were mainly used by hunters to locate game, 
and were not suited to wildlife surveys of Australian fauna. 

Colin has been involved in developing a manual to assist the Land- 
care network in their own camera monitoring work. He stressed that 
the number of megapixels a camera has is not necessarily the most 
useful measure of the camera’s capability for capturing good wildlife 
images. The quality of the camera’s lens and its sensor(s) are much 
better determinants. The memory capacity 1s also an important 
consideration and it 1s possible to use cards with very large 
memories, especially for remote sites. 

He then entertained us with images and statistics taken from many 
camera trapping projects including VNPA Nature Watch Project 
“Caught on Camera” in the Wombat Forest, Snapshot Wisconsin, 
Snapshot Serengeti, Leadbeater’s Possum survey and the project that 
rediscovered the Arabian Sand Cat (for the first time 1n a decade). 
Colin emphasised the importance of good monitoring project design. 
You need to start with “what 1s the question you want answered’?”’. 
The survey should be well planned and prior research on available 
information on the survey area 1s important. Sources of information 
include the Atlas of Living Australia, the Victorian Biodiversity 
Atlas, Nature Kit Mapping (DELWP) and Visualising Victoria’s 
Biodiversity (CeRDI, Federation University). He illustrated this with 
distribution records for the Feathertail Glider for Victoria. 
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Feathertail Glider 
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Habitat Models are also available for some species such as the Brush 
-tailed Phascogale. 
He was quite clear that the wellbeing of the animal and its habitat 
has a higher priority than the photograph. The use of baits and lures 
requires Animal Ethics Committee approval and he illustrated some 
examples of bad practices that have been observed. 
He said that the aim of using a bait or lure is to attract animals into 
the camera’s field of view for a brief period only and you need to be 
aware that predators can also be lured. As well you need to avoid the 
use of white flash cameras and be careful about the placement of 
cameras near nests, on waterholes and inside nest boxes. 
Colin concluded his talk by discussing animal ethics associated with 
the use of cameras and what is involved in obtaining animal ethics 
approval and research permits. 
He finished by showing us some beautiful images he has taken 
including the first record of a Feathertail Glider seen in the area 
(south of Ballarat) for many years. 
Colin’s last image, a great shot of a Brush-tailed Phascogale (below), 
completed a thoroughly interesting and entertaining talk. 

Andy Arnold 


04/17/2078 05:43:31 


For more details on this presentation, please see Andy’s full report on the 
Club’s blog - go to https://heldnatballarat.wordpress.com/ 
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The Rat Nats” Junior Field Naturalists’ Group Page 


14 young people and 10 adults attended the very first Junior Field 
Nats day at Bill and Kathy Elder’s property in Scarsdale. 
“Stringybark” was the ideal place to conduct a general nature day for 
ages 2 to 14. Bill started by asking people what they thought nature 
is, with mostly predictable results. The kids had an activity to do in- 
side trying to identify what nature 1s—and we had to think hard 
about a skull, and coal. 

The next topic was Field Naturalist and what that means—a curious 
mix of professional and amateur, someone with skills and knowledge 
that not everyone has. Specialists in orchids or gum trees, grasslands 
and wetlands, seabirds, tropical butterflies or lobsters. 

We learnt that field naturalists are keen observers—that is, they look 
very closely at things and take note of small details. Finally, we 
stressed the importance of recording what is seen and observed. Prior 
to going “into the field” the group discussed the dangers lurking in 
the bush and what we can do to be safe. 


Nancy and Suny look on as Bill shows Audrey, Joanna, Annabella, 
Hannah, Catherine, Natasha, Joseph, Faith, and John some Common 
Bird Orchids (Chiloglottis valida) just about to flower. 


The name “Rat Nats” comes from Ballarat Naturalists and 
seemed a catchy tag that kids would enjoy! 
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Ray, Maia and Max enjoy comparing 
two different millipedes, one native, 
the other from Portugal. 

Other good observations were of a pair 


| of resident Tawny Frogmouths, 


t., (Podargus strigoides) some large black 
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Bullants (Myrmecia sp.), Common 
Beard-heath (Leucopogon virgatus), 
Pink Bells (Tetratheca ciliata), Snake 
Wattle (Acacia aculeatissima) and 


» Nodding greenhood orchids 


(Pterostylus nutans). Bill also showed 
some of his insect collection. 

After lunch a small group went for an- 
other walk to look for tadpoles in the 
creek and we found not only the tad- 


poles, but also mosquito larvae in the 


still ponds left behind after the recent 


; rain. A last reward for our intrepid Rat 
~ Nats was a brief view of two Swamp 


[<= Wallabies (Wallabia bicolour) 


and 5 or 6 Grey Kangaroos (Macropus 
giganteus), bounding through the bush. 


The young naturalists were very well-behaved and engaged with 
nature in a new environment. Many thanks to the parents and 
helpers who made the effort to bring them along and acted as spot- 


ters and wranglers. 


Next month’s mission is “Smaller Plants of the Understory”’. 


Tawny Frogmouth 
(Podargus 
_ strigoides) 


Excerpts from Club Meeting Minutes September 6, 2019 


Opening and Apologies 

Attendance: President John Gregurke welcomed 30 members 
and four visitors to the meeting. 

Apologies: Val Hocking, Bill Elder, Wayne McGuire, John 
Petheram, Mark Moravec, John Mildren, Margaret Rich, Bill 
Murphy, Genny Binns, Eric Reynolds and Mike Sorrell. 
Motion: that the Apologies be accepted. 

Moved: A. Arnold Seconded: E. Swan Carried. 


Minutes of Club Meeting August 2, 2019: circulated previously. 
Motion: that the Minutes of the previous Meeting be accepted 
as true & correct. 

Moved: E. Noble Seconded: C. Hall Carried. 


Business Arising from Correspondence: 

+ Lismore Land Protection Group: several day trips during 
the week will be organised over the next 6 weeks for 
FNCB 
members to undertake flora/ fauna surveys in high conser- 
vation value private properties owned by LLPG members 
in Pura Pura, Banongil East and Mt Elephant this spring. 
They have some funds to cover fuel costs. Emily will 
send out more details when the land owners send through 
some suitable dates. 

¢ Creswick Trails Project update: John G reported that the 
Hepburn Shire Council have organised a meeting with 
representatives of FNCB, Ballarat Bushwalking and Out- 
door Club, Eureka Orienteers, BirdLife Ballarat, the Great 
Dividing Trail Association, DELWP, Parks Victoria, Re- 
eional Development Victoria and the Shire on September 
26 in response to our letters of concern. 

+ A grant application to fund the purchase of 2 1Pads, 
dongles and hard drives to aggregate and standardise 
FNCB’s flora and fauna data collection was submitted to 
our local MP. Thanks to John P. for all of his work in 
preparing the submission. 

+ Donation of the late Jack Netherway’s natural history 
books: they will be added to the Club library. 
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Reports: 
Treasurer's Report: 


Opening balance: $8,911.46 
Income $ 20.00 
Expenses $ 78.20 

Closing balance: $8,853.26 


Motion: that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted and outstand- 
ing invoices as tabled be approved for payment 
Moved: K. Elder Seconded: A. Arnold Carried. 


General Business 

Pilot Junior Field Nat’s Group having its first session on Sept. 
22 with Bill Elder. In Bill’s absence, Kathy gave an overview 
of the group and plans for its first four sessions. Rob suggested 
that old Gould League materials could be helpful to draw ideas 
from. Julie from Ballarat Botanikids has offered support/ help 
with resources. 


Mid-week excursion/working bee August 13 
Linton Trust For Nature block 


On a cold and showery day, 10 brave field nats ventured to the Trust 
For Nature block at Linton to do some maintenance. Tasks mainly 
involving removing fallen timber from along fencelines. 

We had to negotiate a swampy patch. Had issues with chainsaws, 
and at least one of us took a wrong turn and ended up next door. 
Birds were few and far between, apart from the waterfowl on a 
neighbouring dam, including 
Australian Shelduck. 

Plants encountered were typical of 
the local woodland, among those in 
flower were bush-pea, several 
wattles, Scented Sundew, and 
Correa reflexa, a variety with 
particularly strong colours in this 
location. 

All-in-all it was a pleasant 
morning’s work in beautiful 
surroundings and with good company, despite the cold. We finished 
the session with lunch eaten near the back of cars with the boot open 
to offer some meagre shelter from the showers. 


Show & Tell/ Field Reports 


y, 


Carol spotted several swans with cygnets: | group of 3, 

| group of 4 and 2 groups of 6, plus Wood Ducks with 
11 ducklings at Lake Wendouree. 

Les noted two Stubble Quail in pasture at Bungaree. 
Andy was thrilled to see two Brolgas standing in shallow 
water (probably an ephemeral wetland in a paddock) just 
south of the gates of Mooramong on Mooramong Rd. 
John G reported a pair of Brolgas at both Morcombes 
Swamp and Burrumbeet Racecourse, and many White- 
necked Herons 1n various swamps and ephemeral wet- 
lands across the landscape. 

Peter M now has a resident pair of Butcherbirds at his 
house in Enfield. 

Graeme showed us recent foot- § 
age captured by a fauna survey 
camera at his property in Lal 
Lal, showing echidnas, Agile 
Antechinus, foxes, a Magpie 
eating small lizards (probably =) = 
skinks), Wood Ducks, a Black #33836 
Wallaby and a Ring-tail = 5 
Possum. 

Elspeth let us know that she 
has uploaded a video to the 
FNCB Facebook page about 
the diligent process being un- 
dertaken to establish mountain 
bike trails in Warburton. 
Emily recorded 12 different species of orchids flowering 
on a recent trip to Dereel and Enfield State Park in 
Staffordshire Reef, including Slaty Helmet-orchids, 
Mayfly Orchids, Small Gnat-orchids, Bronze Bird- 
orchids, Blue Fingers, Pink Fingers, Maroonhoods and 
several different Greenhoods. The Small Spider-orchids 
also had well-advanced buds and will flower soon. 
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Stop Press 


The Riddells Creek excursion scheduled for Saturday Nov 
2nd has been changed to Sunday 3rd. 

This will be a fairly full day, so be prepared to be on time at 
the usual meeting place and to travel a few kms. 

Andy has researched three reserves around the Riddells Creek 
area and they are relatively new ones, so will certainly be of 
interest. 


Working Bee 
Come along on Tuesday October 15th 2019. 
Any members who are able to help out at Woowookarung 
Regional Park are urged to meet at the first bridge on 
Recreation Road at 9.30am. 
The task 1s to visit each photo point and survey the flora, so 
the more keen observers there are, the better our information 
will be. We expect to take about 3 hours to complete the 
work, so bring some morning tea and lunch. 
Contact John Petheram for more information. 


Call for back copies of 
The Ballarat Naturalist 


The Club holds an archive of past Newsletters and other documents 
starting way back in 1974. Bill Elder is currently compiling an index 
of articles, lists of plants and animals and other information gleaned 
from the newsletters. 

It is a huge undertaking, but will be well worthwhile because it will 
allow members, students and researchers to look up events, places, 
people and species across 50 years of Field Nats activity. 

You can help with this job by checking through your copies of the 
club magazine/newsletter for the following issues which are current- 
ly missing from our collection: 

2016 October 2014 May 

2013 July, August 2012 August, September 

2011 May, August, October, November, December 

2010 February to October 2008 November 

2007 All 2006 March to December 

2005 February 2004 June 

2002 April, September 

Please contact Bill 1f you can help and he will arrange for copies to 
be made. Thanks. 
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CALENDAR 2019 


October 
Fri 4 Making room for nature 1n our urban future 
Dr Amy Hahs, Ecosystem & Forest Sciences, Uni of Melb 
Sun 6 Wildflowers of Enfield State Park 
Emily Noble, FNCB 
Sun 20 Junior Field Nats Group 
What’s the (under) story’? 
November 
Fri | Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture: 
Zoos Victoria Threatened Species Program presented by 
Craig Whiteford, Zoos Victoria 
Sun 3 Riddells Creek bush reserves led by Andy Arnold 
Thu 17 Joint field trip to Carlisle Heath 
Rob Lowther, Geelong FNC 
Sun 24 Junior Field Nats Group 
Off with the Birds! 


Committee 
President John Gregurke 
Vice Pres Fran Hanrahan 
Secretary Emily Noble 
Treasurer Kathy Elder 
Andy Arnold 
Bill Elder 
Les Hanrahan 
Val Hocking 
John Petheram 
Margaret Rich 
Elspeth Swan 


Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 


Email: Secretary:- Emily Noble 
Editor: Bul Elder 


Website: http://fieldnatballarat.wordpress.com 


Club email: ballaratfnc@gmail.com 


Meetings are held at Federation University Gillies St Campus on the first 
Friday of the month at 7.30pm. 

Excursions: Leave from the carpark of Federation University Gillies St 
Campus at 9.30 am, unless otherwise advised. 


A monthly publication of the Field Naturalists’ Club of Ballarat Inc. 
Incorporation # A0014919P ABN 13 150 403 135 
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